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Pedestrian crossing street hit by
oncoming vehicle

$1.1 million verdict

The plaintiff, 42, was a pedestrian who was in-
jured while crossing a street in Waltham. The plain-
tiff testified that he was in the crosswalk at the time
of the incident.

The defendant contended that although the acci-
dent was during daylight, his visibility was dimin-
ished because it was raining and overcast. The defen-
dant further contended that the plaintiff was not in
the crosswalk and, in any event, did not look as he
entered the street.

The plaintiff’s contention was that the defendant
driver took a left turn onto the one-way street too
close to the left side of the street, where the plaintift
was crossing.

In addition, the plaintiff argued that if the defen-
dant were to be believed about having taken a left
turn in the middle of the intersection, he would have
had sufficient opportunity to see the plaintiff.

The plaintiff’s reported injuries included a severe
calcaneous fracture extending to the subtalar joint,
resulting in open reduction internal fixation, and a
displaced fracture at the tip of the fibula. The plaintiff
developed arthritis in the subtalar joint, and a foot
and ankle specialist testified that the plaintiftf was a
candidate for a fusion of the joint.

The jury returned a verdict of $1.1 million, reduced
by the plaintift’s 30 percent comparative negligence.
The total award with interest was $943,233.80.
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